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IMPLICATIONS OF CUBAN MISSILE CRISIS 

  HAMAMMAH MUNIR* 

INTRODUCTION  

After the failed Bay of Pigs invasion by the U.S. to overthrow the communist Castro 

regime in Cuba, Soviet Union’s premier Nikita Khrushchev in July 1962 signed a secret 

agreement with Fidel Castro of Cuba to deploy Soviet’s nuclear weapons in his country in order 

to prevent any similar invasion. When U.S. found out about the arms build-up through its 

intelligence, it was a moment when the two superpowers of that time were at the verge of a 

nuclear war. At first, U.S. President Kennedy issued a warning against the deployment of 

offensive weapons in Cuba and ordered a naval quarantine. Later, Soviet Union agreed to 

remove their weapons on the condition that U.S. guaranteed not to attack Cuba. As a part of a 

secret agreement between the two parties, U.S. also agreed to withdraw its Jupiter missiles from 

Turkey which it fulfilled in April 1963.  

 

IMPLICATIONS 

 TELEPHONE HOTLINE ESTABLISHED: A revolutionary technological advancement took 

place on 30
th

 August, 1963 when a direct phone line was established by U.S to ease 

communication with Soviet Union, in response to delayed and obstructed communication at the 

time of Cuban Missile Crisis between Pentagon and Kremlin. According to a statement issued by 

the White House, the new hotline would, ’help reduce the risk of war occurring by accident or 

miscalculation.’
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 NUCLEAR TEST BAN TREATY: It was signed in Moscow on 5
th

 August, 1963 by U.S. U.K. 

and Soviet Union. The negotiations had started earlier but came to a halt following the Cuban 

Missile Crisis. However, after realizing the possibility of a nuclear war and the destruction it 

could cause, the dialogue was resumed. This treaty prohibited the testing of nuclear weapons in 

atmosphere, outer space and underwater.  

 NUCLEAR NON-PROLIFERATION TREATY: This treaty was opened for signature in 1968 

and entered into force in 1970. Up till now, 191 states have signed the treaty including five 

nuclear states. Realizing the ever-increasing cost in developing and deploying of nuclear 

weapons, U.S. and Soviet Union initiated talks and ultimately NPT was signed that prevented the 

spread of nuclear weapons and supported peaceful use of nuclear energy.  

 CUBA REMAINED COMMUNIST: As a result of unsuccessful Bay of Pigs invasion by the 

U.S. in Cuba to overthrow the communist regime of Fidel Castro, and a deal by Soviet Union 

with U.S. to prevent it from invading again, Cuba remained communist.  

 ALLIES FELT ALIENATED: Soviet ally Cuba felt cross after not being included in the talks 

to dismantle Soviet missiles. Similarly, Turkey was angered for being left out in the decision of 

withdrawal of Jupiter missiles. On the other hand, Britain and France accelerated their nuclear 

programs.  

 KHRUSHCHEV REMOVED: After the apparent failure over the Cuban Missile Crisis and 

giving in to Kennedy’s demands, Khrushchev was forced to resign as the premier of Soviet 
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Union and this position was taken over by Leonid Brezhnev. He was a hard-line communist and 

entered into an arms race with the U.S. with no intention to reduce the intensity of cold war.  

 USSR-CHINA RELATIONS STAINED: USSR and China were on completely different pages 

regarding the future of communism. China was highly critical of Soviet’s policy of cooperation 

with the West and advocated an aggressive policy over spread of communism. On the other 

hand, USSR believed in peaceful coexistence with the capitalist nations to survive in the atomic 

age.  

 KENNEDY’S IMAGE STRENGTHENED: Kennedy was praised for the successful 

withdrawal of weapons from Cuba, for defeating communism and for preventing nuclear war 

through negotiations. Keeping in mind that the dismantling of Jupiter missiles was still a secret 

agreement. He was also one of the main pioneers of test ban treaty and nuclear non-proliferation 

treaty.  

 POSITIVE CONSEQUENCES FOR USSR: USSR was successful, through signing a secret 

treaty with USA, in the removal of Jupiter missiles from Turkey. Most importantly, it was also 

victorious in preventing USA to invade Cuba again in exchange of the withdrawal of Soviet 

missiles from Cuba. As a result of which Cuba remained communist.   
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